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FACULTY NEWS AND PUBLICATIONS

Professor Emeritus Dr. Robert King re-
cently saw his A Dictionary of Genet-
ics released in its seventh edition by
the Oxford University Press. It was
coauthored by Dr. William D. Stansfield
and Dr. Pamela K. Mulligan.  The OUP
describes the book as “unique in that
it includes terms from a wide range of
disciplines, which now intertwine with
genetics, including molecular biology, cell biology,
medicine, botany, and evolutionary studies…A Dic-
tionary of Genetics [is] a lexicon unparalleled in the
field.”

Dr. Richard Carthew has been reappointed as the
Owen L. Coon Professor of Molecular Biology.
Carthew’s lab currently studies how microRNAs and
short interfering RNAs regulate gene expression.  If
you would like to  learn about the work being done in
the Carthew lab in more detail, check out their
website: http://www.biochem.northwestern.edu/
carthew/.

Research from the lab of Dr. Jon
Widom made the cover of Nature
over the summer. The work was
also written about in the New York
Times. A genomic code for nu-
cleosome positioning came out of
work done in collaboration with
Dr. Eran Segal from the Weizmann
Institute in Israel. Using the yeast
genome, they were able to dis-
cover a pattern for nucleosome arrangements that
allowed them to predict with 50% accuracy the place-
ment of nucleosomes in other organisms.   A full text
of the Nature article can be found online at http://
www.nature.com/nature/journal/v442/n7104/full/
nature04979.html.

The recent work of Dr. Gary Galbreath and Dr. John
Mordacq has been widely covered by such news out-
lets as CBS and the New York Times.  The Kouprey, a
forest ox, has been considered, since its discovery
seventy years ago, one of the rarest mammals in
Asia.  But Galbreath believes that his recent DNA
studies of Kouprey skulls reveal that the animal is
not an independent species but a hybrid between
the domestic banteng and zebu cattle.  The full text
of their research, in the Journal of Zoology,  can be
found by doing a search at: http://www.blackwell-
synergy.com.

A Dictionary of Genetics Comes Out in 7th
Edition

Work in Widom lab Makes Nature Cover

Dr. Carthew Reappointed as Owen L. Coon
Professor

Fate of a Species Could be Decided by NU
Researchers

And in other
news,   Dr.
George Leser
finds fame in
print ads.
(Asking for his
autograph is
encouraged.)

Work in Jardetzky Lab Published in Jour-
nal of Virology

Dr. Ted Jardetzky’s and grad student Austin Kirshner’s
work with Dr. Richard Longnecker’s lab at Feinberg
was published this month in the Journal of Virology .
The article can be found online at http://jvi.asm.org/
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LOOKING FOR JOB POSTINGS?

Elizabeth Hill, program coordinator for the Center
for Cell and Developmental Biology, has moved of-
fices.  You can now find her in Pancoe-ENH 3107.
Her phone number has not changed.

The Matouschek lab has moved from Cook to the
fourth floor of the Pancoe-ENH building.  You can
find them now in Pancoe-ENH 4221.

!!!

Sorabh Agarwal
Sorabh is currently studying structural biology in the
Rosenzweig lab. He grew up in Madison, Wisconsin
and completed degrees in biochemistry and biophysics
at UW-Madison. He is interested in understanding
the chemistry and biophysics behind biology. Sorabh
is not sure what he wants to do upon graduating but
hopes to figure it out in the next few years. In his
spare time, he enjoys playing the violin, playing ten-
nis, working with computers and reading.

Kristen Dietrich
Kristen Dietrich is a third-year graduate student in
the Integrated Graduate Program on the Chicago
campus. She is doing her thesis work in Dr. Sarah
Rice’s lab in the Department of Cellular and Molecu-
lar Biology, where she is researching the mechanism
in which the motor protein kinesin is self-
inhibited. Kristen attended Northwestern University
for her undergraduate studies and received a B.A. in
environmental sciences and chemistry in 2003. 

Minjung “Alison” Kim
Alison obtained her undergraduate degree in chem-
istry at Bryn Mawr College in Pennsylvania. Under
the guidance of Dr. Teresa Woodruff and Dr. Tom
O’Halloran, she is currently studying inorganic physi-
ology of the female reproductive system and the
relevance of transition elements to meiotic matura-
tion, fertilization, and embryonic development. Out-
side of the lab, Alison enjoys downtime at the cof-
fee shop and unwinds with a game of tennis or vol-
leyball.

Mike Lenaeus
Mike studies the structure and function of potas-
sium channels, a group of integral membrane pro-
teins critically involved in cellular processes. His work
focuses on the structural basis of cardiac potassium
channel blockade. Cardiac potassium channels are
responsible for bringing an end to the cardiac ac-
tion potential and readying individual myocytes for
the next heart beat. Pharmacologic interruptions to
this process, such as those caused by inadvertent
blockade of the hERG potassium channel, can have
disastrous and sometimes fatal consequences. He
uses crystallographic techniques to study the inter-
actions that occur within the potassium channel pore
and lead to high affinity blockade. Currently, he is
investigating the role hydrophobic interactions may
play in the stabilization of cardiotoxic potassium
channel blockers.

Yoriel Marcano
Yoriel is a fourth-year graduate student in the Chem-
istry Department.  She received her B.S. in 2003
from Northeastern Illinois University in chemistry
and mathematics. Her research interests include bio-
physical (NMR, CD, UV, AUC, computational, etc.)
methods to perform detailed studies of structured
peptoid helices and other folded structures.

Five graduate students have received the honor of
being appointed to the Molecular Biophysics Train-
ing Program for the 2006-2007 academic year.  This
training program provides a unique interdisciplinary
mode of study, bringing together faculty from sev-
eral departments, including many of our faculty mem-
bers in BMBCB.  Graduate students in the program
have specific course requirements, must participate
in programs such as the Molecular Biophysics Club,
various journal clubs and the Biophysics Seminar
series and provide annual progress reports.  We con-
gratulate the following students for the academic
honor achieved with this appointment.

For more information on this training program, please
visit their website: www.biochem.northwestern.edu/
biophysnew.

MOLECULAR BIOPHYSICS TRAINING PROGRAM APPOINTS NEW STUDENTS

OFFICE/LAB MOVES

(Student bios written by Annie Topliff, program coordina-
tor for the Center for Structural Biology.)
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NEW GENOMICS CORE

BMBCB’S NEW PROGRAM
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BOB & RUBY MACDONALD BID

FAREWELL TO BMBCB

WINNER OF THE BMBCB COSTUME
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MEET THE NEW IBIS STUDENTS!
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